INTELLECTUAL LEGACY OF MOSLEM SPAIN      .     243
fields of Muslim thought. Masdeu cites frequently
the Arabic sources. But the history of Muslim
Spain, as given by the Arabic records, remained con-
cealed from the West till the learned Orientalist,
Joseph Conde, librarian of the library of the Madrid
Academy, made a very comprehensive research in the
Arabic sources and spent many years in studying the
manuscripts of the Escurial; he then wrote his famous
work Histoire de la Domination de los Arabos en
Espana (History of Arab domination in Spain).
The first volume of this history appeared in 1810 ;
but Conde died in the same year and the two remain-
ing volumes of his manuscript were published in the
following year. The first volume deals with the his-
tory of the Moors in Spain from the conquest till
372 A.H. (932 A.D.) up to the advent of Al-Hajib
al-Mansur ; the second volume deals with the history
of the Amiride dynasty and the Petty Kings (Al-
Tawaif) till the rise of the kingdom of Granada, and
the third deals with the history of the kingdom of
Granada till its fall in 897 A.H. (1492 A.D.). Conde
cites many Arabic records without any precision or
verification and commits many historical errors but in
many of his comments he is very frank ; indeed he
gives, sometimes, the most cruel judgments against his
nation and countrymen, especially in dealing with
events connected with the fall of Granada, the perse-
cution of the Moors by Spain, their conversion and
expulsion from the country of their forefathers, with
such terrible atrocities and bloodshed ding. The most
important merit of the effort of Conde, however,
is that it was the first European work which presents
the cause of the Moors in Spain, from the Arabic side;
and the West-could, for the first time, be acquainted
with the defence of the Moors, their points of view,
and the characteristics of their institutions and policy.
From this time the Arabic records were cited in
every work dealing with Muslim Spain. Then came